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Sodium cynnide bak kills Dolores River fisli 
MONTIIO.'SE — Ul!«ation is 

now bcinK considered by the 
Colorndo Orp.irtmcnl of Hoallh 
and lhc CoJorado Divist'.n of 
Wild;lfi; foPlowlng the dus'I.j of 
hundrec' of fish in the .".to'.cres 
.River. The deaths were cnuscd 
by . the accidcntai release of 
S.notY s.tioo gallons o! aodiiim eya-
nide hy ihc Rlrc-Argcntiiie mine 
Simdny, AuBust 11. 

AtcordinK lo Fred IlJiiman, 
Southwest di5lrict engineer for 
the Dcparlmnnl of llcallh, the 
state has already placed a |4,!!00 
price lag on the fish lost and 
may also tine the company for 
the illegal discharge. Illnman 
added that lite company has al­
ready agreed to pay for the 
wildlife damage and said that 
selllement oul of court appears 
tn be possible. He added that 
the company has taken meas­
ures to prevent another such ac­
cident. 

The accident occurred in a 
crushed rock pile from which the 
cotnpan}- is ot'.tnclipg silver. A 
sodium cyantdc solution is 
sprayed on the tailings which is 
suppose to leech through the 
pile and seep out the sides at the 
lower end where it is collected 

and Uie silver, (in sohilicr'ii r.i-
covered. . . ' • . . ' 

iiowcvcr, liccordinf '.«, gen; 
sral mana,̂ er O. L.'Ja'f.rtic*̂  Ihi j 
£0<1iiP>n cy?)nide -̂ »!ntion hit •« 
lAycir r.f materia! which blocked; 
the leeching proccu. The SGIIII>> 
lion «;sckcd up al the o j ; it end 
of l̂ '2 sdlc and 'ilowcci out'and 
down into the Dolores r.J/er. • 

lhc f'l-st signs of trouble Were 
ob-crved by fishermen Sunday 
morning. According to Frederic. 
Tliomas. Monteiuma County 
sanitarian, Ihe fishermen re­
ported the fish were "Just danc^ 
ing on their tails trying lo get 
out of the water." The Dolores 
county sheriff's office was In­
formed of Ihe fishermen's obser­
vations and alerted local health 
officials. 

The local water companies, 
which include Uolores and Mon-
lezuipa coimly, were told to shut 
off their Intake valves which 
are located about 40 milei down­
stream from the mine. :̂  ^'-; . ' 

By Monday the Department 
of Heaith had determined that 
sod<um cyanide was cause of the 
die-off. It was determined at 
that lime that the water system 
intakc.valves could be reopened 
a% lhc level of pollution had 

passec' '>iK danger oolnt. 
Ae<:r>rdlng to Division of Wild­

life r,̂ Ji biologist DiU Wcller, the 
riv^r "hould ratover by • next 
irear. Hs snL. th»> Division ;̂es 
alceatiiy trettsplanted catehable 
r&JElwws Ir i>he segment af-
S'ect&d tm\ is piar<nihg to trank-
plant smaller sizcJ tH\i next 
weali. 

Jahnke told the livrald that 
the company has already taken 
precautions to prevent a simi­
lar occurrence from happening 
oigaln. Atiiong the measures 

, taken? Is î .z KtÂ '.nt pt Ihe pro-. 
tect!'."i! bcL'ms vintnind the pile so. 
that if Ajiiotbe; impervious layer'' 
blocks the seepr.ge, the outflow 
will be contained. 

ISico-Argentiiie will aci 
to correct damage to river 
. AcUuR is being taken by tha : 

Rico - Argentine Mining Co. 
to repair thepond which "blew 
out" Aug. 11 and sent. 3,000 
to 5,000 gallons, ot sodium 

- eyanlda down thaOoloresRlv-
• r . . .• •" . • ; . • ••••^ 

:• Rleo - Argentina also In---
tends to pay for tha Immed- ' 
lata re •> stocking of tha Dol­
ores River where fish were 

: killed by tha pollution. . 
A. report from Montexuma 

Cotmty Hadth Department or"-
flclals to the Montezuma and 
Dolores county commission-: 
•rs said that O.L. Jahnke, ° 
manager of tha Rico opera-

- ttons,"has announced ha wi l l ' 
: lake the following actions; - < • 
- . ' l^: Raise the wast berm at 

the failed pond by three feet. 
:.• 2|:.'Raise tha north berm 
. by two feet...'. .,..i..j •.:•. .<... 

3^ Strip the stockpile leach • 
bed 16 a depth.belowthatof the 
blowout andrqitaceltwlthnew 
material. 

4. . Improve, rarouta and 
deepen the river channel to 
roova It away from the toe of 
tha -barm and rip - rap tha 
face of the berm six Inches 

above the existing water level 
to prevent erosion by flood 
waters. . 

S. Pay for the immediate 
re-stocklng of the river over 
the affected area. 

The failure of tha leaching 
process at tha Rico - Argen­
tine facilities at Rico came 
about 8 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 11. 

This "blowout" dumped tha 
sodium cyanide.solution Into 
tha river, killing fish for about 
IS miles downstream. 

Alarmed because tho towns 
of Dolores, Cortes and Dove 
Creek all get their water sup­
plies from tha Dolores River, 

officials notified these com­
munities about 5 p.m. The In-

' takes were shut ott at this 
river. 

It wasn't know until Monday 
what tha character and extent 
of thepollutlonwereuntlhFred 
Illnman of tha Colorado Stata 
Health Department talked with 
Jahnke. 

A aurvey was made of tha 
damage and aamplas taken ot 
tha.water and then Hinman told . 
the cities of Cortex and Dol­
ores, that It was safe to open 
their Intake works, which they 
did at noon on Monday. 
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